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New Delhi: Odisha and Bi-
har have registered the
sharpest decline in pover-
ty levels between .2004-05
and 2011-12, although the
proportion of the poor in
these states remains well
above the national average.

Latest data released on
Tuesday revealed that in
Odisha, the proportion of
people below the poverty
line (BPL) in the overall

population came down
from 57.2o/o in 2004-05 to
32.6% in 20ll-12, a decline .

of 24.6 percentage points.
In Bihar, which logged

the fastest growth rate dur-
ing the 11th five-year plan
(2007-12), the share of BPL
in total population was es-
timated at 33.7 o/o in20ll-12,

benchmark set by the
controversial Tendul kar
methodologywhich was
junked bythe Planning
Commission lastyear. The
panel justified the release of
the data, sayingthe alternat-
ive Rangarajan panel recom-
mendation will be available
only in mid-2014. P ll
compared to 54.4o/o in2004-
05, a reduction by 20.7 per-
centagepoints.


